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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
09/15/05 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 09/15/05 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

With respect to claims independent claims 1-7, 9-15, 17-23, 25-31 , 33-39, 41-47 
and 49, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Eyer et al (6,401,242), 
applicant argues that "The Eyer reference does not disclose a second program guide 
having information including data identifying the service network transmitting the second 
program guide information... The applicant responding pointing out that the station 
names or IDs reference to (ABC, NBC, CBS, etc.,) do not identify the service network 
transmitting the second program guide information. Instead, they are source identifiers 
that indicate origin of the source material." 

In response, Examiner disagrees for the following reasons. Examiner has 
carefully noted applicant's arguments, however, Examiner still maintains that the 102(e) 
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rejection as being anticipated by the Eyer reference is proper and maintained for these 
reasons. Eyer teaches receiving national or global EPG and regional or local EPG (figs. 
1 , col. 5, lines 44-67 and col .8, lines 6-32). By definition ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., are 
networks, and furthermore ABC, NBC and CBS identify the service network where the 
program(s) originates. Furthermore in situation where the service network, such as ABC 
is within the global and regional EPGs, Eyer uses duplicates to eliminate one from the 
other. Hence, applicants arguments do not over the prior art of record Eyer, as Eyer's 
reference still meets the independent claims and their dependent claims, is proper and 
maintained, as discussed below. This office action is made FINAL 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-7, 9-15, 17-23, 25-31, 33-39, 41-47 and 49, are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Eyer et al (6,401,242). 

As to claim 1 , note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method and 
apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
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programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal having a 
first set of program guide information (National or Global IPG) describing at least a 
portion of the first set of program material, and second service network (Regional or 
Local Network) broadcasting a second signal having a second set of program material 
and second program guide (Regional or Local IPG) describing at least a portion of the 
second set of program material, where the first broadcast signal (National or Global) 
and the second broadcast signal (Regional or Local) each includes a service channels 
uniquely described by a service channel identifier, a method of providing at least a 
portion of the second program guide information to a receiving station receiving the first 
signal, comprising the steps of: 

the claimed "mapping at least a portion of the first program guide information to a 
first service channel of the first broadcast signal" is met by IPG Translator (IPG-Trans) 
225 (figs. 1,4, col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note that CATV 140 (col. 6, line 
23-31) includes IPG-Trans 220 a headend system, which receives National or Global- 
IPG data "first program guide information" and Regional or Local-IPG data "second 
program guide information" and uses channel grouping criteria, such as common 
source, field of interest, etc., (col. 6, lines 6-22 and col. 15, line 54-col. 16, line 3) to 
form Bundles "portion" of Global-IPG data and "portion" of Local-IPG data and maps 
portion of the Global-IPG and Local-IPG to service channels "first service channel" and 
"second service channel" (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11) of transport stream "first 
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broadcast signal" (fig. 4, col. 10, lines 10-31, Bundles 400-415 and col. 12, line 31-col. 
13, line 1+ ) and transmits the broadcast signal to IRDs 130 "receiving station," that 
allows the IRDs 130 to recover only IPG-data for its region (col. 8, lines 57-63), note 
that the service channels, such as data service channel, text service channel, etc., 
including Global-IPG data service channel or Local-IPG data service channels are all 
logically offset by the difference between assigned service channel identification 
numbers or values, which enables data, associated with a particular services channel to 
be received, stored or processed accordingly (col. 17, line49-col. 18, line 11), 
Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, 
lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the 
program schedules (col. 18, lines 15-44); and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

As to claim 2, Eyer further discloses where Local-IPG service channel is logically 
offset by an amount specified in Global-IPG data (col. 16, lines 37-55). 

As to claim 3, Eyer further discloses where Bundles of the Local-IPG data is 
transmitted at a different rate than the Global-IPG data (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 7), 
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note the Trickle Bundle parameter, specifies the frequency at which each bundle are 
transmitted in each transmission cycle. 

As to claims 4 and 5, Eyer further discloses where the first program guide 
information describes program material to be broadcast during a first time period, and 
the second program guide information describes program material to be broadcast 
during a second time period and where the second time is of different length than the 
first time period (col. 18, line 50-col. 19, line 8). 

As to claim 6, Eyer further discloses where IRDs 130 receives the first signal and 
stores in RAM 340 or RAM 350, the Global-IPG data and the Local-IPG data for 
subsequent retrieval (fig. 3, col. 6, lines 38-67 and col. 9, lines 24-28 and lines 53-col. 
10, line 9). 

As to claim 7, Eyer further discloses where IRDs 1 30 merging the Global-IPG 
data and the Local-IPG data to produce a merged program guide, and retrieving the 
merged program guide in response to a subscriber request (figs. 3, 4, col. 8, lines 39-67 
and col. 10, lines 10-38). 

As to claim 9, note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method and 
apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first a first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal 
having a first set of program material and first program guide information (National or 
Global-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the first set of program material, and a 
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second service network (Regional or Local Network) broadcasting a second signal 
having a second set of program material and second program guide information 
(Regional or Local-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the second set of program 
material, where the first broadcast signal and second broadcast signal each include 
service channels uniquely described by a service channel identifier, a method of 
obtaining at least a portion of the second program guide information via the first signal, 
comprising the steps of: 

the claimed "receiving the first signal..." is met by IRD 130 (fig. 1, 4, col. 5, lines 
44-67, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38), which receives a data stream "first 
signal" of National or Global-IPG data "first program guide information" transmitted in 
Bundles "portion" on Global-IPG data service channel; 

the claimed "a second service channel..." is met by Regional or Local-IPG data 
service channel, which transmits Bundles "portion" of Local-IPG data "second program 
guide information" (col. 5, lines 44-67, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38) and 
presenting the Global-IPG data and the Local-IPG data to the subscriber (col. 8, lines 
39-63), note that the service channels, such as data service channel, text service 
channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or Local-IPG data service 
channels are all logically offset by the difference between assigned service channel 
identification numbers or values, which enables data, associated with a particular 
services channel to be received, stored or processed accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 
18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG data are offset by duplicative 
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channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and 
also by gaps in the program schedules (col. 18, lines 15-44), and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

Claim 10 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 1 1 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 12-13 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5. 

Claim 14 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 15 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

As to claim 17, note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method 
and apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first a first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal 
having a first set of program material and first program guide information (National or 
Global-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the first set of program material, and a 
second service network (Regional or Local Network) broadcasting a second signal 
having a second set of program material and second program guide information 
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(Regional or Local-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the second set of program 
material, where the first broadcast signal and second broadcast signal each include 
service channels uniquely described by a service channel identifier, an apparatus of 
obtaining at least a portion of the second program guide information to a receiver station 
(IRD 130) receiving the first signal, comprising: 

the claimed "a program guide system for mapping at least a portion of the first 
guide information to a first service channel of the first broadcast signal..." is met by is 
met by IPG Translator (IPG-Trans) 225 (figs. 1,4, col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6- 
32), note that CATV 140 (col. 6, line 23-31) includes IPG-Trans 220 a headend system, 
which receives National or Global-IPG data "first program guide information" and 
Regional or Local-IPG data "second program guide information" and uses channel 
grouping criteria, such as common source, field of interest, etc., (col. 6, lines 6-22 and 
col. 15, line 54-col. 16, line 3) to form Bundles "portion" of Global-IPG data and "portion" 
of Local-IPG data and maps portion of the Global-IPG and Local-IPG to service 
channels "first service channel" and "second service channel" (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, 
line 11) of transport stream "first broadcast signal" (fig. 4, col. 10, lines 10-31, Bundles 
400-415 and col. 12, line 31-col. 13, line 1+ ) and the claimed "a transmitter..." is met by 
Transmitter 110 (fig. 2 and col. 6, lines 47-52), which transmits the broadcast signal to 
IRDs 130 "receiving station," that allows the IRDs 130 to recover only IPG-data for its 
region (col. 8, lines 57-63), note that the service channels, such as data service 
channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or Local- 
IPG data service channels are all logically offset by the difference between assigned 
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service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, associated with a 
particular services channel to be received, stored or processed accordingly (col. 17, line 
49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG data are offset by 
duplicative channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 15, line66-col. 16, 
line 3) and also by gaps in the program schedules (col. 18, lines 15-44); and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

Claim 18 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 19 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 20-21 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5. 

Claim 22 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 23 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

As to claim 25, note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method 
and apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first a first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal 
having a first set of program material and first program guide information (National or 
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Global-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the first set of program material, and a 
second service network (Regional or Local Network) broadcasting a second signal 
having a second set of program material and second program guide information 
(Regional or Local-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the second set of program 
material, where the first broadcast signal and second broadcast signal each include 
service channels uniquely described by a service channel identifier, an apparatus for 
obtaining at least a portion of the second program guide information via the first signal, 
comprising the steps: 

the claimed "a tuner for receiving the first signal..." is. met by Data Receiver of 
IRD 130 (fig. 1, 4, col. 5, lines 44-67, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38), which 
includes a Tuner for receiving a data stream "first signal" of National or Global-IPG data 
"first program guide information" transmitted in Bundles "portion" on Global-IPG data 
service channel; 

the claimed "a second service channel..." is met by Regional or Local-IPG data 
service channel, which transmits Bundles "portion" of Local-IPG data "second program 
guide information" (col. 5, lines 44-67, col, 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38) and 
the claimed "a presentation device..." is met by Display 195 (figs. 1, 3, col. 7, lines 51- 
56 and col. 8, lines 39-46), which presents the Global-IPG data and the Local-IPG data 
to the subscriber (col. 8, lines 39-63), note that the service channels, such as data 
service channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or 
Local-IPG data service channels are all logically offset by the difference between 
assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
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associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG 
data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 
15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the program schedules (col. 18, lines 15- 
44); and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

Claim 26 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 27 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 28-29 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5. 

Claim 30 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 31 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

As to claim 33, note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method 
and apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first a first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal 
having a first set of program material and first program guide information (National or . 
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Global-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the first set of program material, and a 
second service network (Regional or Local Network) broadcasting a second signal 
having a second set of program material and second program guide information 
(Regional or Local-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the second set of program 
material, where the first broadcast signal and second broadcast signal each include 
service channels uniquely described by a service channel identifier, an apparatus for 
providing at least a portion of the second program guide information to a receiver station 
(IRD 130) receiving the first signal, comprising: 

the claimed "means for mapping at least a portion of the first program guide 
information to a first service channel of the first broadcast signal" is met by IPG 
Translator (IPG-Trans) 225 (figs. 1 , 4, col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note 
that CATV 140 (col. 6, line 23-31) includes IPG-Trans 220 a headend system, which a 
means for receives and mapping National or Global-IPG data "first program guide 
information" and Regional or Local-IPG data "second program guide information" and . 
uses channel grouping criteria, such as common source, field of interest, etc., (col. 6, 
lines 6-22 and col. 15, line 54-col. 16, line 3) to form Bundles "portion" of Global-IPG 
data and "portion" of Local-IPG data and maps portion of the Global-IPG and Local-IPG 
to service channels "first service channel" and "second service channel" (col. 17, line 
49-col. 18, line 11) of transport stream "first broadcast signal" (fig. 4, col. 10, lines 10- 
31, Bundles 400-415 and col. 12, line 31 -col. 13, line 1+ ) and the claimed "means for 
transmitting..." is met by Transmitter 1 10 (fig. 2 and col. 6, lines 47-52), which is a 
means for transmitting the broadcast signal to IRDs 130 "receiving station," that allows 
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the IRDs 130 to recover only IPG-data for its region (col. 8, lines 57-63), note that the 
service channels, such as data service channel, text service channel, etc., including 
Global-IPG data service channel or Local-IPG data service channels are all logically 
offset by the difference between assigned service channel identification numbers or 
values, which enables data, associated with a particular services channel to be 
received, stored or processed accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore 
Global-IPG and Local-IPG data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), 
by a 24-bit number (col. 15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the program 
schedules (col. 18, lines 15-44); and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

Claim 34 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 
Claim 35 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 3. 
Claim 36-37 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5. 
Claim 38 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
Claim 39 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 
As to claim 41 , note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method 
and apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
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programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first a first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal 
having a first set of program material and first program guide information (National or 
Global-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the first set of program material, and a 
second service network (Regional or Local Network) broadcasting a second signal 
having a second set of program material and second program guide information 
(Regional or Local-IPG data) describing at least a portion of the second set of program 
material, where the first broadcast signal and second broadcast signal each include 
service channels uniquely described by a service channel identifier, an apparatus for 
obtaining at least a portion of the second program guide information via the first signal, 
comprising: 

the claimed "means for receiving the first signal..." is met by IRD 130 (fig. 1, 4, 
col. 5, lines 44-67, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38), which is a means for 
receiving a data stream "first signal" of National or Global-IPG data "first program guide 
information" transmitted in Bundles "portion" on Global-IPG data service channel; 

the claimed "a second service channel..." is met by Regional or Local-IPG data 
service channel, which transmits Bundles "portion" of Local-IPG data "second program 
guide information" (col. 5, lines 44-67, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38) and 
the claimed "means for presentation..." is met by Display 195 (figs. 1, 3, col. 7, lines 51- 
56 and col. 8, lines 39-46), which presents the Global-IPG data and the Local-IPG data 
to the subscriber (col. 8, lines 39-63), note that the service channels, such as data 
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service channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or 
Local-IPG data service channels are all logically offset by the difference between 
assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG 
data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 
15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the program schedules (col. 18, lines 
15-44); and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

Claim 42 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 43 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 44-45 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5. 

Claim 46 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 47 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

As to claim 49, note the Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, disclose method 
and apparatus for delivering an Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (global and local 
programming services) to integrated receiver-decoders (IRDs) in a decoder population 
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via a cable or satellite network and further disclose in a broadcasting system having a 
first service network (National or Global Network) broadcasting a first signal having a 
first set of program guide information (National or Global IPG) describing at least a 
portion of the first set of program material, and second service network (Regional or 
Local Network) broadcasting a second signal having a second set of program material 
and second program guide (Regional or Local IPG) describing at least a portion of the 
second set of program material, where the first broadcast signal (National or Global) 
and the second broadcast signal (Regional or Local) each includes a service channels 
uniquely described by a service channel identifier, a method of providing at least a 
portion of the second program guide information to a receiving station receiving the first 
signal, comprising the steps of: 

the claimed "mapping at least a portion of the first program guide information to a 
first service channel of the first broadcast signal" is met by IPG Translator (IPG-Trans) 
225 (figs. 1 , 4, col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note that CATV 140 (col. 6, line 
23-31) includes IPG-Trans 220 a headend system, which receives National or Global- 
IPG data "first program guide information" and Regional or Local-IPG data "second 
program guide information" and uses channel grouping criteria, such as common 
source, field of interest, etc., (col. 6, lines 6-22 and col. 15, line 54-col. 16, line 3) to 
form Bundles "portion" of Global-IPG data and "portion" of Local-IPG data and maps 
portion of the Global-IPG and Local-IPG to service channels "first service channel" and 
"second service channel" (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11) of transport stream "first 
broadcast signal" (fig. 4, col. 10, lines 10-31, Bundles 400-415 and col. 12, line 31 -col. 
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13, line 1+ ) and transmits the broadcast signal to IRDs 130 "receiving station," that 
allows the IRDs 130 to recover only IPG-data for its region (col. 8, lines 57-63), note 
that the service channels, such as data service channel, text service channel, etc., 
including Global-IPG data service channel or Local-IPG data service channels are all 
logically offset by the difference between assigned service channel identification 
numbers or values, which enables data, associated with a particular services channel to 
be received, stored or processed accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), 
Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, 
lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the 
program schedules (col. 18, lines 15-44); and 

where the second program guide information includes data, such as ABC, NBC, 
CBS, etc., identifying the service network transmitting the second program guide 
information and where the first program guide information and the second program 
guide information is merged according to a comparison between ABC, NBC, CBS, etc., 
and IRD 130 "receiver station" configuration value (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 15 and col. 
10, lines 21-48). 

Conclusion 

5. This is an RCE of applicant's earlier Application No. 09/677,691 . All 
claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have 
been finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they 
had been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
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FINAL even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Annan Q. Shang. 




